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 Sonheong Jang (Republic of Korea, sonheong.jang@undp.org )  
 
Ms. Sonheong Jang is a Policy Analyst at UNDP Seoul Policy Centre. She joined 
UNDP in 2017. She works with governments, CSOs, UNDP Country Offices for the 
implementation of gender programmes relating to the establishment of 
comprehensive support mechanism for survivors of gender-based violence and 
enhancing access to justice for survivors.  
 
Before joining UNDP, she worked as an Associate Legal Expert at UN Commission 
on International Trade Law, Office of Legal Affairs of the UN Secretariat.  
 

   

  Louisa Gilbert (Columbia University, USA, lg123@columbia.edu ) 
Dr. Louisa Gilbert is a licensed social worker with over 25 years of experience 
developing, implementing, evaluating and disseminating multilevel interventions to 
address gender-based violence (GBV), HIV/AIDS, substance misuse, opioid 
overdose, and trauma among key affected communities. Her research has advanced 
evidence-based computerized GBV prevention models that have been integrated 
into a continuum of HIV prevention, testing, and treatment interventions. She has 
served as the co-director of the Social Intervention Group (SIG) since 1999 and co-
founder and co-director of the Global Health Research Center of Central 
Asia (GHRCCA) since 2007.  

   

 

 Tolkun Tiulekova (Kyrgyzstan, wrc.chui@mail.ru ) Ms Tolkun Tiulekova is the 
Executive Director for the Crisis Centers Association of Kyrgyz Republic. Tolkun has 
20+ years of experience working with gender-specific agenda. Tolkun is a member 
of National Council on Women Issues and Gender Development under the Prime 
Minister of Kyrgyz Republic. She is an expert in working groups under the Ministry 
of Labor and Social Development and Ministry of Internal Affairs of Kyrgyz Republic.  

   

 

 Danil Nikitin (Kyrgyzstan, danilst.nikitin@gmail.com) Since 2007 Danil Nikitin has 
been representing the Global Health Research Center of Central Asia, and heading 
the Global Research Institute (GLORI Foundation) since 2011. He earned his 
Masters in Social Work from Columbia in 2006. Internship with the UJA-Federation, 
Open Society Institute, and Social Intervention Group at Columbia University 
contributed a lot to his professional development. Prior to the graduate studies, he 
worked with Osh Regional Narcological Center as a program administrator. After 
graduating from Columbia, Danil returned to Kyrgyzstan and as a Director, PI and 
co-investigator, led intervention research focused on GBV and HIV prevention in 
drug-using communities.  



 

 Harjyot Khosa (India HIV/AIDS Alliance, hkhosa@allianceindia.org) Ms Harjyot 
Khosa is currently managing technical support components of various programs at 
India HIV/AIDS Alliance. Harjyot has over a decade of experience of managing 
programs centered at key populations and core communities in India. She has 
managed and coordinated dynamically with sex workers, women who use 
drugs, MSM & transgender, people who use drugs and PLHIV communities to 
strengthen all aspects of TB and HIV care, support, prevention and mental health 
programs. Harjyot’s aptitude is founded on years of work for/ with the National AIDS 
Control Organization (NACO) where she found her niche as an advocate for key 
populations. She holds a doctorate in Psychology and enjoys reading literature in 
her free time. 

   

 

  
Velta Parhomenko (Ukraine, velta.parhomenko@gmail.com )  
 
Education: Master of Practical Psychology. Professional experience: Chair of Club 
Eney; coordinator of WINGS; Co-Chair of WHRIN; consultant of PUD.UA, Alliance for 
Public Health, UIPHP. Training courses and elaboration of training modules. 
Voluntary experience: Public Advisor; Expert of Working Groups of Ministry of 
Health and Ministry of Social Policy in Ukraine. 
 
 

   

 

  
Alina Sarnatska (Ukraine, alina.sarnatska@gmail.com )  
 
Education: Bachelor of Psychology. Professional experience: coordinator of WINGS 
of Club Eney; consultant of Alliance for Public Health and UIPHP. Development and 
conducting of researching and program correction for key populations.  Voluntary 
experience: Public Advisor; Founder of the Country Key Populations Platform in 
Ukraine. 
 

   

 

 Assel Terlikbayeva (Kazakhstan, Assel.Terlikbayeva@ghrcca.org )  
 
Ms Assel Terlikbayeva is the Regional Director of the Global Health Research Center 
of Central Asia (GHRCCA) in Kazakhstan since 2007. Her research interests have 
focused on behavioral interventions related to HIV, TB, STIs, substance use and 
mental health in Central Asia. Currently, she is leading three large RO1s in 
Kazakhstan focusing on linkage to HIV care and improving HIV treatment outcomes 
among three key population groups: injection drug users, sex workers, and men 
who have sex with men (MSM). 
 

   

 

 Sholpan Primbetova (Kazakhstan, Sholpan.Primbetova@ghrcca.org ) is a Deputy 
Regional Director for Columbia University Global Health Research Center of Central 
Asia which develops and advances evidence-based, sustainable solutions to 
emerging public health and social issues in the Central Asia region. Sholpan holds a 
Master degree in Social Work from the Columbia University; she also has 
qualifications and degrees in Pharmacy, Finance, and Jurisprudence. Sholpan was 
awarded by the US. Department of State scholarship for the International Visitors 
Leadership Program in 2007, by the Open Society Institutions for a Master program 
at Columbia University in 2007, and had been classified as one of the most 
outstanding Kazakhstan alumni graduated from a university in the US in 2017.  

   



 

 Shakhnoze (Yekaterina) Yusupova (Russia, yusupovash@gmail.com ) is a Master 
of Public Health.  
 
Ms Yusupova is an international development specialist with over 20 years of 
experience in advocacy, policy dialogue, networking, NGO and civil society 
leadership development, RH/FP/MCH, women empowerment, HIV/AIDS, 
international projects programming and management.  
 
In 2008-2010 Social Mobilization Adviser in Russian UNAIDS. Has publications in 
Russian and international public health editions. Ms Yusupova is presently a free-
lance consultant on issues of advocacy, civil society and patient networks 
development, and is based in Moscow, Russia.  

   

 

 Natalya Volkova (Russia, natavolkova81@gmail.com ) Ms Natalya Volkova is the 
case manager, supervisor, medical psychologist, research coordinator. Since 1999, 
she has experience in volunteering and working in harm reduction and HIV 
prevention projects among vulnerable groups in NGOs and government 
organizations (PWUD, SW, homeless people, migrants, people from prison, MSM, 
and PLHIV). Natalya provides medical and social support for HIV + women and HIV 
+ pregnant women migrants from the EECA region and African countries, as well as 
HIV + trans women from Central Asian countries. She is currently focused on 
providing wider access to medical care and HIV treatment, taking into account the 
context of discrimination, migration and violence against women and trans-women 
migrants in the Russian Federation. 

   

 

 Aisuluu Kamchybekova (Kyrgyzstan, aisuluu.kamchybekova@undp.org ) Ms 
Aisuluu Kamchybekova is the Gender Programme Coordinator at UNDP in the 
Kyrgyz Republic. Gender Programme provides expertise and technical support to to 
national projects that focus on women’s engagement in the political life and work on 
gender-based violence prevention.  
 
Prior to joining UNDP, Ms Kamchybekova was the Country Director with the 
HelpAge International in the Kyrgyz Republic. She received her Master’s in Social 
Work focusing on socio-economic development from Washington University in St. 
Louis in May 2007. On a broader level, Aisuluu is interested in Civil Society, Gender 
and Social Changes. 
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